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Watch out
for bicyclists.

| |era in Pinallas CGounty, wa frequeant biking accidants we soa in
hava the beautiful Fred

our parsonal injury practice is where

Marquis Pinellas Trial to ride our
bikes upon. Unfortunataby,

alsewhanz in our county we
have fe, if any bike paths
or bicyo ke friendly
roachvays, but
wia do have
thousands
of bicyck
enthusiasts,
sLch as thoss
who are mambers of

the Suncoast Cyeling Clulb,
whio ara oftan sean fding in
groups on the highways, What
this means is, not only does the
bicyclist nead to ba espacially
caraful, if not defansive, whils
fding, but folke driving cars

and trucks nesd to pay spacial
attention to look our for thess
bicyclists as well. One of the most

a motor vehicle operator makes a

right hand tum onto a road at a
stop sign or red light, without
double-chacking to make
sura that a bicyclist
isn't about
to antar
into their
vehicle's
path of travel.
Keap in mind that
wour vehick's tinted
window may prevent the
bicyclist from making eve contact
with you. These accidents often
result in sarious, Fnot deadly,
njuries to the bicyclist. So, wait
to make your tum, check one last
time for someaona about to cross
in front of your wehicle, and parmit
the bicyclist to cross the strest
safaly before making your tum.

Tth Annual Dunedin Triath-
alon scheduled for June 6th

Foman & Rorran is proud to announcs
thet it & a spore=or of the Dunedin Tiatblon
again thie yesr. The Dunedin Tiathlon on
Haoregmoon |sland is an arrual exim, Liks,
run ewant. 1t & held &t e Horsymoon
State Pak. The svent iz the primary
furdmizar for the Rotary Club of Dunedin
which provides bocal students with college
schiclarships, support for local civic projects,
and furde many cther worthy programs.
The tristhlon was pionsensd in 2004 and has
b=an recognized as & great recs through
ore of the mest basutiful aees on the

wieeat coest of Florida, Last year the svert
attractad more than 700 ethlstes of all eges
for a fun spirted race. The Tth Ariruel
Diwredin Tisthlon et Honeymioon kelsnd

wil take place on Surdsy, June B, 2040 &t
Horegmoon |sland State Padk, Cunsdin,
Florida. Far more infomation sbaout the
tristhlon check out their websike: htps
wheew. duredintristhlon.com.

We hops to see you thers!

Bl

Check us out on Facebook et Facebook.
com'momarromaniass and on Tevitter ot
twvither.com/Plattormey.




BIG RIGS = BIG PROBLEMS

g all knows the fesing: that
Wumﬁmﬂ:h tightening of
the chest we get when we

lock: inbo our rearvisss miror and =es &N
20,000-pound 18-whealer truck bammaing
doren on our back bumper. Thie feeing is
rct entialy irational. According o federal
gtatistice, such trucks causs thousands of
colisions each year Given a fruck's size
and weight, commmaon ssnss tels us that &
colizsion bebwesan a big rig snd & cer—or
ewan an SUV—is lkely to tum out bedly for
the car or SV

In & colizion batwesn a tnuck and a
peezanger automobile, the fatslities coour
in the automaobile 28% of e time. To put
concrets numbars ontbe prolem, in 2004,
such crashes kiled almost 5,200 people
(12% of al freffic fatalities) srd injured
11&,000 maors. This i the equivakert of 25
fuly lcaded jurrbo jete crashing every year

Some of the ressons are obvious: Tudie

ar= bigger, heevier, and longer than cars;
thery nesd mome rocm to mensuyear; and
they teke a lot mare read 1o come to a stop.

Larger, longer, and heavier
trucks require more braking
time, meaning that they are
more fikely to be in a collision
because they cannot stop.

Mery colizionz involving tnacks ars causad
by the same thirgs thet causs run-of -the-
mil car accidents: poody maintained nucks,
apesding, overly eggmeesive driving, failre
to yisld the right of way, or bad driving
conditions cauead by rain or snow, ste.
Horewswvar, there are many other causas of
thesa colisiors, causes that ars awoidakble.
Cnea of the biggest causes of crashea is
swcessive fnuck size. Fedeml lew curmenthy

limitz trucke to no maore than 80,000 pounds
in weaight, but an 80,000-pound truck is
morz than bwice az ihely 1o bs involed i

a fetal accidant ss a 50,000-pound truck;
furthemmors, it causss momn “wear and tesr”
to the roeds.

Tnuchka ars deo getting konger, with the
industry-standamd triler having groerm
from 40 feet long inthe 1960s to 53 feat
long today. Longer truchka mean langer
bind apotz, rreuting it mors accidants.
Addtiorally, many roeds {including
interstates) wera designed when trucks
wara shorter, and their ramps and mangs
lanes wera not deeigned to handle today's
longertnacka, Aa a result, thess tacks cross
ower imto other lanes of traffic, increesing the
denger of & colizion.

Larger, longer, snd heavier tnucka require
morz braking time, measning that they as
morz ikely to be in a colision becauss they
cannot stop. For exemple, a fruck weighing
100,000 powunda can tske up to 25% longser
1o stop tham ane weighing 80,000 pourds
doss,

Cther tnuck-related colizions are caussd
by a diver's insxperiance in opsrating a

Cont page 3
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Hudson Rotary Club Gopher Run 5K
& 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk

Cont; from page 2:
Big Rigs = Big Problems,

particular kind or sipe of truck. Stil other
colisions e caussed by tired trucksrs who
Fave b=an on the med for too long and ars
fatigued. This is an incrasaing problem with
the darsgulstion of the trucking industry,
changes in the ways goods ans shippsd to
a “just-irrtime" delwery system, and recant
changes in the nies goveming how kong a
trucker may drive before be is required 1o
stop for & rest.

Suits imwolving truckers are often more
difficult to prove than other kinds of colizion
suis, for seversl ressona. Firet, it may be
difficult to find the truck's driver efter the
colision. The naturs of & trucker's job mesns
thet ke might be irvoleed in a colision ina
state far from shere he lives and towhich
Fe wil never retum.

Irewrancs companies that irsue tucking
comparies hine attomeys that are vary
skilled n deferding agairet negligence
cleirre. The irau@ENce Companies can
b= wary agareesive ndenying claims,
becauss evary dodlar thet they pay cut in
comperestion to accidant victims s a dolar
thaet they gat 1o kesp.

Finally, most commercial big-rig
accidents invohles far maore parties then the
typicd fander berder (the driver, the trucking
compary, multiple other divers, companies
thet leaza the riga, the shipperns), the
insurarcs adjuster, and the insurer, just to
rame the most commaon), and the legal
relatiorehips among &l of thees parties can
b difficult to unresl .

A person who hes bsan involed ina
colizsion with a tracker is entitled to moower
an amourt recessany to compensats him
far hiz injurie=. This amount misy include
comperastion for such iteme a2 medical
bile, tima last from work, pain and sufsning,
mental argush, defigursment, and loss of
saming capacity. The complaxity of thees
cases mesrs that you should consult sn
sxpenienced attomey and MOT rely onthe
trucking company's irsursnce adjuster to
lock; cut for your interssts,

Call us if wou or a lowed one has baen
invzhed in a big-rig collision.

=t 00 SRR
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Overal firsf place finfsher Padim Aodriguez of Wesley Chapal, meaivaing his meds

Peter Romen hes bean an active member of the Hudeon Rotany Chb sincs 2008, This
vear, Aorman & Romen eporeored one of the Aotery Club's big smnud events, the Gopher
EK & 1 Mie Fun Run/'\W&slk, which ook place on Aprl 40, 3010, The mce startad promptly
at 7:30 a.m. on Hudzon Baech, and after winding throwgh 2ome quist residertial sirests

in the Hudson arsa, it finished whers t started with an awerds ceramony, complete with
bevereges and bragkfast iteme for the compstitors end fans. A shveys, thie year's nun was
a real family ewant which wes attended by al ages, from 8 to B8, Roman & Romen looks

forevard to actively participsting agein in newxdt year's avant.

PREVENT BURGLARY

Approsimstaly every 15 ssconds, a houss s robbed 2omeawhera in Amenica. A faw
simple precautions can meke your hiome & less-insting targst and can consinca

burglars to try ther ck akashers.

# Iretall desdbok locks on all outside
doors, and make aure that al windows
ireot st thoss an the ground floor hess
good, strong kocks;

= Kaap your property wel ighted end
consider instdling owutdoor ights hooked
to miotion 2ansorr—thieves hats it when
they can't hids;

= Keap treas and shrubbery cut back
from windorwes =0 thiewes do not have a
placs to hids;

= |f your are lasving town for several days,
suspand msl and rewspaper delvary,
and ssk a trusted meighlbor to keap an
=ya o your homs;

= |f you are not at home, kesp a ight on
=0 the houss koks cooupiad;

= Cansider an slarm systam monitored by
a mputsbla sscurky comparny;

= Keap a car parked in your drivesay.
Liks ights, it makes the houss ook
cccupied and stops burglars from
becking e & van and cleaning you oLt

= Findly, mmambear that even the best
precautions do not work if you dor't

Les tham! So give your home a ssounty
chechkup, keeap thoee doors and windows
locked, and beat burglare at thair own
game.




Event Spotlight

Laft, top: 2009 Kiwanis Morton Plant

Meaza Midnight Run winnar famale 74-

i65) Rabecea Roman daughier of Atfornay
Tom Roman. Throughout the 30 yaars the
Kiwanis Clubs of Dunedin and Countryside
hawe hosted the event they hawe ralsed owver
540,000 for the Dunedin and Countryside
communities. This year's Midnight Run fakes
Mace on July 3rd and 4th, 2010 and Roman
& Roman is, once again, a proud sponsor
and supporta;

Wit s i waanism fdvf ghirum.com or W
Bcebook.com.kiwanismidn ghtrun for more
fmfrmation.

Left, bottone The competitors of the 2010
Rorida State Strongman Championship.
Proudly sporsored by Roman & Roman, PA.

Thank you
far trusting car fimm with
your ke=gal nesds. If you or
someons you know hea bsan
injured dus to the carslessness
of ancther, pleass call us.
W want to halp.

Behind The Scenes

auka & a partrier of the eames time mizing her  is sdmitted to prectice bsfors the United
Roman & Roman, PA. son, Michasl, as s single  States District Cour for the Middle District
Shewes bom n New parent. She gradustad of Florida. She is a member of the Flonida

Jermsy ard cormes from & from law school with Justice Association. She sarves onthe
famiky with fowr brothers. She Fioncrs in 1985 and board of directorz and i acting sscretary for
gren up on the Mew Jersey bE=gan her kegal carsar The Eiwvanis Club of Cunedin and s imvobesd

shom. After mowving with
Fer famiy to Florida in 1562,

as an e2ecciste altormey  in many community ssrdcs sctivities which
in a Tampa insurancs kEe=nefit children in the Pinsllas County arsa.

Faula attended the University defenss law firm. In Paula enjoys anything having to dowith
of Flonda snd greduatsd with 1287 ehe joined her wiater aporta, boeting and shall-colecting.
Figh honorz snd & bachelkor's degrea in bother'z kw firmm in Cunedin and has besna She ako loves to hike and camcs If you

rursing. Sheworked as a registarsd rurss pertrer N Boman & Roman, PA., for nearly ask Farwthers is her most fevorte plecs
in verious hospitaks in Flonda for ten years 23 yegrs, Paua's medicd baclkground has to gpard laEwre time, she'll probebly say
prics to making her career change dedision gven herthat apecial =dgs in rspresenting “arwhem thet recquirse & boat or canos to
to become & lasyer. Pada attended persoral injury clisnts. get theral®

Sbeteon University Colegs of Laws whik at Paula is & member of the Flonds Bar end
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