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New Auto Insurance Law That Will
       Impact Everyone Effective 1/1/2013

During the 2012 Legislative session, 
the Florida Legislature passed 
new laws for the primary purpose 
of reducing insurance fraud. 
Unfortunately, this new law, most 
provisions of which become effective 
January 1, 2013, will have a negative 
impact upon Florida consumers and 
could leave one without insurance 
coverage in the event you are injured 
in a motor vehicle accident. 

Since 1972, Florida law has required 
every motor vehicle insurance policy to 
provide for Personal Injury Protection 
(“PIP”) benefits for each person 
injured in an accident. This part of 
your Florida auto insurance covers up 
to $10,000 to pay for 80% of medical 
expenses, 60% of gross wage loss 
(if you cannot work because of your 
injuries), plus all expenses reasonably 

incurred in obtaining services, such 
as housekeeping and child care, that 
except for the injury, you yourself 
would have performed for the benefit 
of your household. PIP also pays 
reasonable mileage or expenses for 
transportation to and from doctors’ 
offices for medical treatment. All 
PIP payments are made by your 
own insurance company, regardless 
of whose negligence caused the 
accident. That is why PIP is often 
referred to as “No-Fault” coverage. 
PIP is payable for any injury which 
arose out of the use, operation or 
maintenance of a motor vehicle (but 
not a motorcycle).

With the new law, as of January 
1, 2013, your entitlement to this 
important insurance coverage may be 
lost if you are not aware of the new PIP 
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restrictions and limitations. Here are 
some of the important ones of which 
you must be aware if you are injured in 
an accident, regardless of who caused 
the accident:

1.  Fourteen (14) day time limit to 
seek medical treatment. If you 
are injured in an accident, the 
new law requires that you obtain 
medical treatment within 14 days 
or there is NO PIP COVERAGE 
FOR ANY MEDICAL BENEFITS. 
The first or initial medical visit for 
services or care MUST BE AT A 
HOSPITAL FACILITY, or by an M.D. 
(medical doctor); D.O. (osteopathic 
physician); D.C. (chiropractor); 
or a D.D.S. (doctor of dental 
surgery). If you don’t seek medical 
treatment within fourteen (14) 
days of the accident, you will have 
no PIP benefits at all to cover the 
medical bills you incur. In other 
words, even though you have 
been paying insurance premiums 
for PIP coverage, you forfeit the 
$10,000.00.

2.  Medical coverage is limited 
to $2,500.00 unless you are 
diagnosed with an “Emergency 
Medical Condition”. With the 
new law, you will only receive up 

to $2,500 of PIP benefits out of 
the $10,000.00 unless your doctor 
diagnoses you with an emergency 
medical condition. An “emergency 
medical condition” is defined as a 
“medical condition manifesting itself 
by acute symptoms of sufficient 
severity, which may include severe 
pain, such that the absence of 
immediate medical attention could 
reasonably be expected to result in 
any of the following:

a.  Serious jeopardy to patient health;

b.  Serious impairment to bodily 
function;

c.  Serious dysfunction of any bodily 
organ or part.

With the new law, a chiropractor 
(D.C.) cannot make the diagnosis of 
emergency medical condition. Only 
an M.D., D.O., D.D.S., or an advanced 
registered nurse practitioner (A.R.N.P.) 
may make this diagnosis.

3.  Massage and acupuncture are no 
longer covered by PIP.

4.  Police agencies will be required 
to prepare a LONG FORM crash 
report if there is any indication of 
complaints of pain or discomfort by 
any person involved in the accident. 

It can certainly be expected that the 
PIP insurance carrier will try and use 
the officer’s failure to generate a 
LONG FORM report as a reason to 
deny or curtail PIP benefits.

These above is just a summary of 
certain of the new provisions affecting 
your entitlement to PIP benefits that 
will impact anyone who is injured 
in a motor vehicle accident. There 
are many other changes under 
this new law. If you are injured in a 
automobile accident, whether you 
are a driver, vehicle owner, pedestrian 
or passenger, or even if you don’t 
own a motor vehicle, this new law 
may have a serious negative impact 
upon your ability to obtain important 
insurance benefits which you are 
paying for in your insurance premiums. 
You should therefore consult with an 
experienced accident attorney if you 
have questions. If you are involved 
in a motor vehicle accident and have 
injuries, regardless of whether or not 
you believe that they are serious or 
minor, you should consult with an 
experienced accident lawyer as soon 
as possible.

Paula C. Roman, Esq.

Home Repair Mistakes
If your home is damaged due to a 
broken sewer or water pipe, fire, 
etc., make sure that you contact 
your homeowners’ insurance 
carrier prior to undertaking 
repairs. While under your 
homeowners’ policy you have an 
obligation to mitigate or lessen 
your damages by taking whatever 
action is necessary to prevent 
further damage to your property 
(for example, hiring a company 
to remove water or sewage from 
the interior of your home after 
a pipe break), you should not 
permit any contractor to undertake 
additional repairs to restore your 
home (and certainly do not sign 

any contracts or proposals with 
contractors), without first getting 
written permission from the 
insurance adjuster assigned to 
your homeowners’ insurance claim. 
Without approval of the insurance 
carrier, you may find yourself paying 
for the repairs out-of-pocket. If 
you are uncertain as to what action 
to take, get legal advice from an 
attorney, in advance. And, always 
make sure that you keep a complete 
copy of your homeowners’ policy 
in a safe place so that you have it 
available to review or furnish to 
your attorney.
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On Saturday, November 3rd, the firm is 
participating in the 2nd Annual Kiwanis 
Pro’s & Joe’s Ribfest at Edgewater Park, 
in Dunedin, FL. The Ribfest will feature 
amateur chefs (Joes) and chefs from 
local restaurants (Pros), all competing in 
their respective categories to grill the 
best ribs. Events begin at 11:30 a.m. 
and run until 2:00 p.m.

There will also be a “Strongman 
Demonstration” going on the day of 

the Ribfest, during which 
members of Tampa Bay 
Strongman Training 
will exhibit the feats of 
competitive Strongman. 
Attorney Thomas A. 
Roman, 2012 Tampa 
Bay Strongman Classic 
Champion, Master’s Class, 
will also be involved in the 
demonstration. 

Proceeds of the Ribfest 
will go to the Kiwanis 
Foundation, Inc., which 
will disperse the funds 
to local school programs 
like “Terrific Kids” and 
activities like “Head 

Start.” Funds will also go to the 
“Dunedin Spraygrounds - Every Child 
a Swimmer” community program. Our 
Dunedin lawyers are proud to be part 
of this charitable event!

Ticket prices for the 2nd Annual Kiwanis 
Pro’s & Joe’s Ribfest are $15 for Adults 
and $10 for Children under 12. Tickets 
can be purchased and picked up at 

the offices of Roman & Roman. Search 
“Kiwanis Pro’s Vs Joe’s Ribfest” on 
Facebook for additional ticket locations. 

Find out more about ROMAN & 
ROMAN, P.A. and what they do when 
they’re not working on cases by visiting 
the ROMAN & ROMAN events page at 
www.romanromanlaw.com/events.

The 2nd Annual
       Kiwanis Pro’s & Joe’s Ribfest

The 2012 Gary Gordon Memorial 
Armed Forces Championships, taking 
place on Saturday, September 22, is a 
powerlifting competition held at the 
Jackson Springs Recreation Center, 
in Tampa, FL. The championships will 
feature over 50 contestants – including 
the firm’s own Donnie Kiernan -- all 
competing in different weight and  
age classes. 

The Gary Gordon Memorial Armed 
Forces Championships are held in honor 

of Master Sergeant Gary Gordon, 
a posthumous Medal of Honor 
recipient who was killed in action 
in Somalia, 1993, during the 
Battle of Mogadishu. Gordon 
and fellow serviceman Randall Shughart 
were the first soldiers to receive the 
Medal of Honor since the Vietnam War. 
The actions of both men are depicted in 
the film Black Hawk Down (2001).

Weigh-Ins begin at 7 a.m. Entry fees 
are waived for members of the United 

States Armed Forces, including active 
duty personnel, reservists, guardsmen, 
and veterans. More information is 
available at www.rawunited.com.

The Gary Gordon Memorial 
Armed Forces Championships

The attorneys at ROMAN & ROMAN 
P.A. are busy these days, and not just 
with their casework. The attorneys 
and staff will be present for a few 
local events in the next couple of 
months, including the 2012 Gary 
Gordon Memorial Armed Forces 
Championships and the 2nd Annual 
Kiwanis Pro’s and Joe’s Ribfest.

Tampa Bay Lawyers 
Do More Than 
Work on Cases!
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Carol O’Donnell is a new full-time 
Legal Assistant working for Roman & 
Roman’s attorney, Paula Roman. Carol 
came out of retirement to work for 
R&R as a part-time receptionist/legal 
assistant before accepting the full-time 
position in May 2012.

Carol’s background is in supply chain 
management and she previously 
covered Tampa for 8 years as a FedEx 
Services Account Executive. Many of 
her clients were large law firms in the 
downtown and Westshore areas, as well 
as other large-to-medium-sized Tampa 
Bay based businesses. 

Carol is an avid Zumba dancer and 
can be seen at the Long Center 
participating in classes at least three 
times a week. She also lifts weights 
with her husband, World champion 
powerlifter Tom O’Donnell and broke 
the state APFL record for the deadlift 
in 2006.

Carol graduated from Point Park 
University in Pittsburgh, PA and finished 
graduate courses in Leadership Studies 
at Duquesne University before moving 
to Florida in 2002.

Meet our Staff:
             Carol O’Donnell

The Duchess, Kate Middleton was 
photographed naked during a vacation 
with her husband at French chateau. 
The paparazzi photos were taken of her 
from a public road about 800 yards away 
with a special telephoto camera lens. 
Was this a violation of her privacy rights? 
Apparently, it may be as a criminal 
investigation has been opened. France 
has very strict privacy laws as compared 
to those in the United States. In France, 
violations of such privacy laws allow both 
civil and criminal penalties.

How would this turn out in Florida? 
It’s well settled law in Florida, that one 
has an expectation of privacy in his/her 
home or on the grounds surrounding 
it. However, one’s right to privacy is not 
necessarily a protection in areas of the 
home, which are open and exposed to 

public view. For example, a Florida court 
has held that there is no expectation 
of privacy on unenclosed front porch 
which was exposed to public view. The 
same holding may apply to an exposed 
outdoor balcony. 

Florida Privacy Rights 
    as to Nude Sun Tanning

Be Thankful  
For Your  
US Traffic Laws
US traffic laws may vary from state 
to state, but are largely enforced 
here and provide security and 
peace of mind to motorists, 
cyclists, and pedestrians.  In 
many other countries, it’s far 
different.  For example, in Hanoi, 
the capital city of Vietnam, 
traffic laws are in name only. 
While they do exist, from a 
practical standpoint, unless 
the police are around, no one 
pays much attention to them. 
Sideways which are designed 
for pedestrian traffic to taken 
those walking off the streets are 
largely used as parking spaces 
for motorcycles, scooters and 
bikes, which are the main mode 
of transportation. Motorists and 
cyclists normally just drive through 
red lighted intersections unless 
police are present. For these 
reasons, Vietnam has a high 
incidents of car and motorcycle/
scooter accidents.


